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Raven’s Roost: A Message from 

the Principal  
The month of January brings with it a busy 
schedule to close the end of the first 
semester.  For the first time, many students 
will experience the pressure of mid-term 
final exams.  You can support your 
student(s) by reminding them to review, get 
a good night’s sleep the night before and 
have a nourishing breakfast the morning of 
the exam. 
 
Our music teachers will hold culminating 
concerts in band, chorus, guitar and strings; 
while rehearsals for the spring musical, 
Seussical, begin on January 6, 2014.  Play 
dates and ticket sales will be posted at a 
later time.  I encourage you to come see the 
progress your student(s) have made by 
watching a concert or a play.   
 
As we enter the winter months, I wanted to 
remind you of the LCPS school closing 
policy.  Please refer to the Inclement 
Weather section in this newsletter.  Also be 
advised that the A/B day schedule is now a 
fixed schedule.   
 
You will receive a letter from our guidance 
department this month, announcing the 
start of the scheduling process.  It is 
important that you review your child’s 
course selections and return this to the 
counselor in a timely fashion. 
 
I encourage you to join the PTA and take an 
active role here at River Bend Middle 
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School.  The PTA supports many programs 
within the school that directly benefit the 
students and teachers.  We appreciate all 
those that have joined and that are involved 
with this exceptional organization. 
 

Administrative Assistance 
If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in a 
meeting or conference, etc., please contact 
Mr. Dave Franck at 571-434-3220 at least 
five working days prior to the meeting. 
 
Servicios Especiales  -  Si por alguna razón 
de salud usted necesitara asistencia  (silla 
de ruedas, alguien que maneje hasta el 
colegio, etc.) para poder atender una de las 
actividades, sea una conferencia, reunión, 
evento, etc. por favor contacte al Sr. David 
Franck al 571-434-3220 con por lo menos 5 
días anteriores al evento.  Si fuera necesario 
los servicios de un intérprete para participar 
de actividades, conferencias, reuniones, 
eventos o algún programa, por favor 
contacte a la escuela con la misma 
anticipación.  

RBMS Administration 
Principal ...................................Bennett Lacy 
Asst. Principal .....................LaShanté Knight 
Asst. Principal ...........................David Frenck 
Attendance Secretary.................Truus Foard 
Secretary..............................Dawn Mahoney 
Bookkeeper................Stephanie McLaughlin 
Parent Liaison...................................Kim Curl 
 
House A (8th Grade) 
Dean ......................................Melissa Dober 
Counselor.............................Sherri Robinson 
Secretary......................................Robin Byrd 
  

House B (7th Grade) 
Dean................................Deborah Agunsday 
Lead Counselor………………Veronica Williams 

Secretary.....................................Julie Bahun 
 
House C (6th Grade) 
Dean ..........................................Sheila Steen 
Counselor ……………….……......Janae Gwizdala 
Secretary.....................................Gwen Pride 

Visitor, Volunteer, and Late 

Student Sign in Procedure 
All visitors need to stop by the main office 

upon arrival.  Each visitor, volunteer, and all 

late students will log into the computer 

located on the table to your left as you 

enter the Main Office.   A pass or name tag 

will automatically print out.  While at RBMS 

you will be required to wear a visitor’s 

name tag.  Students will take their late pass 

to their House office and sign in there as 

well.  Please be prepared to show a valid ID 

at the main doors before entering. 

RBMS Contact Information 
Main office:   571-434-3220 

Absentee Line:   571-434-3222 

Office Hours:  8:00 am. - 4:00 p.m. 

Website:   www.lcps.org/rbms 

Address:  River Bend Middle School 
    46240 Algonkian Parkway,  

                  Sterling, VA  20165 

School Hours 
School hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:18 p.m.  The 

building will be open for students at 8:00 

a.m.  Any student arriving before 8:00 a.m. 

may wait in the cafeteria.  Breakfast is 

served from 8:00 a.m. until 8:20 a.m.  

Students that are not eating breakfast and 

http://www.lcps.org/rbms
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all other students arriving after 8:00 a.m. 

are to go to their appropriate grade level 

House.  All students will report to their first 

block classroom at the 8:20 a.m. bell. 

Student Drop off Procedure 
We have signs to direct traffic through our 

parking lot.  The school’s front parking 

lots should not be used as a morning drop 

off area.  Please follow the “ravens” to the 

area designated for student drop off 

located on the side of River Bend.  This area 

was created for the safety of our students. 

In order to maintain a continuous flow of 

traffic, pull up as far as possible and allow 

your student to exit the vehicle at any point 

on the sidewalk. Be considerate of others 

and move on once your child disembarks. If 

you would like to wait with your child until 

the doors open at 8 o’clock, please move 

to a parking space. Please do not park in the 

designated student drop off area. 

Early Dismissals 
If at all possible, please send a note in with 

your child the morning of an appointment. 

The student’s house secretary will write a 

pass to excuse the student at the 

appropriate time.  This will alleviate the 

need to disrupt the classroom and your 

child will be waiting in the front office when 

you arrive. If you are unable to send a note, 

you may call the main office to request an 

early dismissal or allow extra time for your 

student to be dismissed from class when 

you arrive at school. 

Students Tardy to School 
All students must be in their classroom by 

the 8:30 a.m. bell.  Any student arriving to 

class after the 8:30 a.m. bell will be 

considered “tardy” and must sign in at the 

main office to receive a “tardy” pass.  When 

a student is arriving late to school a 

parent/guardian may accompany their 

student, send a note, or contact the main 

office to have the tardy excused.   

Attendance 
River Bend parents, we need your help! 

When your child is absent, please call the 

attendance line at (571) 434-3222 to notify 

the school. For your convenience, this is a 

24-hour answering machine.  An absence 

will be unexcused if the school does not 

receive a note or a phone message from the 

parent or guardian. 

School Work Requests 
When students are absent, the 

parent/guardian should call the Absentee 

Line at 571-434-3222 and inform the school 

of the reason for absence and when they 

will return to school.  Please do not request 

class work on the Absentee Line.  If a 

student has missed three or more days, the 

parent/guardian may request missed school 

work from their child’s house secretary.  

The class work will be available for pick up 

on the following day.  To make 

arrangements for an extended absence, 

please contact your students Counselor and 

the Attendance Secretary in the Main Office 

at:   571-434-3220.  
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Address and Phone Changes 
Moving?  New phone number?  We need 

your address and telephone updates.  If you 

are moving and your child will be attending 

another school for 2013-14, please notify 

your child’s counselor as soon as possible. If 

you have moved and are still within our 

attendance zone, please remember to stop 

by the school to fill out a change of address 

form.  We will need to see proof of your 

new residence.  This proof can be a lease, 

deed, settlement papers or mortgage 

statement.  To change a work or home 

telephone number, parents/guardians need 

to contact the attendance secretary at 571-

434-3220 or on line at www.lcps.org, 

access the PIMS link. 

Lost and Found 
River Bend has several areas designated for 

lost items such as lunch boxes, books, 

binders, and clothing.  Students that 

misplace their belongings can check in the 

Lost and Found that is located in the short 

hallway next to the counselor’s office in 

each House.  Items of value or importance 

such as phones, iPods, agendas, glasses, 

jewelry or keys are kept in the House 

secretary’s office.  If your student has lost 

an item, please encourage them to check in 

the Lost and Found or with their House 

secretary.  Items that go unclaimed will 

be donated at the end of each quarter 

to a local charity. 

Busing 
When your student is taking a different bus 

home other than that assigned, the student 

must have a note from a parent or 

guardian.  All bus passes will be issued 

through the main office as space permits.   

Fixed A/B Schedule 
This year, the A/B days are “fixed” in the 

calendar.  If we have a snow day, the 

calendar does not change to make up for 

the missed day.  This is a change from 

previous years but makes it easier to plan 

things in advance.  

Physical Education 

Department 
Welcome to 2014! Happy New Year!  Fresh 

start, new beginning & resolutions are just a 

few thoughts that come to mind as January 

1st arrives.  Resolutions are fun to make and 

are a popular way to set a goal for a positive 

change in your life.  Many people have 

accomplished great things for themselves 

by making a New Year’s resolution.  

Resolutions come in many forms but all 

usually focus on improving some area of 

one ’s self.  Here are a few ideas when 

making your New Year’s resolution; 

1. Be realistic - Make a resolution that 

is within your reach.   

2. Have 2 or 3 check points along the 

way toward reaching the final goal. 

Reward your successes. 

3. Find a friend who may be interested 

in partnering with you to reach your 

goal.  More the merrier. 

4. Pick a goal that is in your control.  

You cannot control others, only 

your own actions.   

5. Most importantly, have Fun!!! 

http://www.lcps.org/
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If you want to make a resolution this year, 

consider improving one of the 5 areas 

previously discussed in the newsletter.  

They were, get plenty of rest, eat healthy, 

get regular exercise, manage your stress 

and avoid risky behaviors.  Whether you 

make a resolution this year or not, try to 

choose wisely whenever your health is 

involved.   

Have a happy & healthy 2014. 

Counselor’s Corner 
Welcome back from Winter Break!  Please 

remember that counselors are available as 

a resource to both students and parents.  

We can assist with a variety of issues and 

concerns, and we are easy to contact by 

calling 571-434-3220 or by using our email 

addresses. 

Course Selection  
For all of the students, the course selection 

process for classes to be taken during the 

2014-15 school year will begin very soon.  

The first step is for all academic teachers to 

make recommendations for each student 

suggesting what level of classes they should 

take next year.  After those are completed 

by the teachers, each student will have the 

opportunity to choose their electives.  The 

list of your child’s recommendations and 

elective choices will be sent home and then 

parents and students together can make 

their final selections on classes.  We ask 

that you please consider the teacher 

recommendations when making your 

choices.  **Remember that the teachers 

see your child in the academic setting and 

have a very good idea about their ability 

level as well as their work ethic.  Although 

you as the parent have the ultimate say in 

this decision, please take time to consider 

the teacher’s recommendation**.   

The Potomac Falls High School 

administration and school counselors will 

visit with the rising 9th graders during 

Resource in order to introduce themselves 

and other key staff members.  They will also 

have a Q & A time for students to share any 

concerns they might have regarding high 

school transition.  The visit date and time is 

TBD.   

Important Dates 
Rising 9th grade orientation will be held at 

6:30 p.m. on January 29th at Potomac Falls 

High School. 

Info from Thomas Jefferson School of 
Science & Technology 
Semifinalist notifications will be posted on 

the online portal for online applicants and 

mailed to paper applicants on Friday, 

January 17th.  

Essay/SIS Administration Day – Saturday, 

January 25th 

Info from Academy of Science 
Absolute deadline to submit Part II of the 

AOS application for 2013-14 admission 

process is Friday, January 3rd @ 11:59 p.m.  

No applications will be accepted after this 

date. 

Parents, please make sure that your child 

completes this part of the application.  

There are 6 essay questions that must be 

answered along with personal information 

about your child that must be provided. 

Students have to provide the names of their 
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current Science and Math teachers who will 

write their recommendations. 

CAMPUS  
CAMPUS is an academic and college 

preparation program designed to meet the 

specific needs of students from historically 

under-represented populations in higher 

education and prospective first-generation 

college students attending LCPS high 

schools.  The program’s purpose is to 

support and encourage students to achieve 

academic success and gain admission to 

college. The online CAMPUS application 

process will become available on January 

15, 2014 for 8th graders only who meet the 

criteria to apply. 

Career Café 
Special thanks to Ms. Beatriz Cuartos, Well 

Being Doctoral Fellow (GMU) for speaking 

to our students in December about her 

career, education and training for her job.  

If you would like to be a Career Café 

presenter, please call Sherri Robinson @ 

571-434-3220. 

If you have any concerns you wish to 

discuss about your child, don’t hesitate to 

contact the appropriate school counselor:  

6th grade: Mrs. Janae Gwizdala – 

Janae.Gwizdala@lcps.org 

Mrs. Susan Zuckernick (long term substitute 

for Mrs. Gwizdala) – 

Susan.Zuckernick@lcps.org  

7th grade: Mrs. Veronica Williams – 

Veronica.Williams@lcps.org  

8th grade: Ms. Sherri Robinson – 

Sherri.Robinson@lcps.org  

Parent Link 
Kim Curl, Parent Liaison  
Welcome back and Happy New Year!  I 
hope you enjoyed the break.  Thank you for 
your generous donations of food, toiletries, 
and gift cards.  We were able to give several 
of our River Bend families some much 
needed help.  It is great to be part of a 
community that helps their members in 
need. 
 
As always, if you need information or help 
finding resources please contact me at the 
school or email me at 
Kimberly.Curl@lcps.org.  

Latin 
On November 24, several Latin students 

attended the Virginia Junior Classical 

League’s annual convention in Richmond.  

They spent the day with 2000 other Latin 

students from around the Commonwealth 

competing in academic competitions, 

costume contests, and graphic arts 

contests.  They had fun talking about all 

things Latin with students from public and 

private schools, as well as home-schooled 

students.  It was an all-day affair – the bus 

rolled out at 5:30 a.m. and rolled in at 11:30 

p.m.  

The following students earned awards: 
Isha Liu: 3rd computer-enhanced photos, 4th 

photography, 5th Vocabulary Exam, 6th 

Mythology Exam, 9th Roman Live Exam.   

Richard Robles:  3rd Roman History Exam, 5th 

Vocabulary Exam, 7th Reading 

Comprehension Exam, 8th Roman Life Exam, 

10th charts, and 10th Geography Exam. 

Congratulations to all the Latin competitors 

on a job well done!   

mailto:Kimberly.Curl@lcps.org
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Continental Math League 
Continental Math League (CML) is a 
national competition that lasts for five 
months from November-March. Each 
month, students compete by solving six 
detailed, high level reading/math problems. 
The top six scores for each grade level, 6th, 
7th, and 8th, are submitted as River Bend's 
team scores. Meet 1 of the Continental 
Math League, coordinated by Dr. Talbot, 
took place in November and Meet 2 was 
administered in December.  
 
For the two meets, ONE student has 
achieved perfect scores on both contests.  
Congratulations to Kevin Chung, 6th grader, 
for achieving two perfect scores.  Kevin was 
the only participating student to achieve a 
perfect score for the November meet. 
 
Congratulations to the following students 
who earned perfect scores on the 
December contest: 8th Graders: Lucy 
Greenman, Medhini Rachamallu, Joel 
George, and Angela Bao; and 6th graders 
Arvind Ravipati and Kevin Chung.   
  

Currently the leading scorers are:  
8th Grade  
1st place: Angela Bao, Joel George, Medhini 
Rachamallu, and Lucy Greenman 
2nd place:  Isha Liu 
3rd Place:  Anirban Mahanty, Johnnie Greer, 
Kathleen Chellman 
  

7th Grade 
1st place:  Carlos Olivares 
2nd place: Jared Tyranski, Adam Moldover, 
and Kellan Delaney 
3rd place: Joanna Tan and Isaac Duke 
 

6th Grade 
1st place: Kevin Chung 
2nd place: Arvind Ravipati 

3rd place: Andrew Zhang, Ian Wolf, Anthony 
Panagides, Scott Mogensen, Faith Lai, Justin 
Harrison, Allison Cross, and Ryan Chiang 
 
Way to go, Problem Solvers!  

Library News 
The River Bend Library has a great selection 
of eBooks.  The librarians are available to 
assist you in viewing titles and checking 
them out.  
You may also follow the instructions below: 

 Library page (or Ipac)> Researcher> 
scroll down to Extras> Mackin Via> 
click on icon> type in RBMS login 
and password> Mackin VIA logon: 
River Bend M S,  login: rbmlcpsm, 
password: ravens 

 You will need to create a 
“Backpack” to view titles and Check 
out an ebook.  Go to the Backpack 
image (upper right) then to “My 
Checkouts” and register (user name 
is school ID #).  Next, create and 
confirm password. Your email 
address and name is optional. 

 Now you are ready to check out an 
ebook.  The checkout period is 15 
days and is limited to 2 titles.  The 
Mackin VIA reader app is available 
in the library. 

 

 
Do You Google to Search? 
A simple way to Google search is to put the 
topic in quotation marks.  This is a “Phrase 
Search” and is more specific than an 
individual word search.   



River Bend Middle School January 
2014 

 

8 
 

 

 

Virginia Readers Choice Reader 
Don’t forget to continue to read the Virginia 
Readers Choice books. 
You need to read four books to 
be able to vote for your 
favorite book in the spring.  
Keep your record up to date. 
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January Calendar 
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2013-2014 Calendar 


